The Top 5 of the Top 5: WOMEN’S FICTION
5 must-know Women’s Fiction authors:  
Danielle Steel; Barbara Delinsky; Barbara Taylor Bradford; Jennifer Weiner; Maeve Binchy.

5 up-and-coming authors:  
Katherine Center; Emily Giffin; Allison Winn Scotch; Laura Moriarty; Hester Browne.

5 books that will get you up to speed on what Women’s Fiction is all about:
Little Earthquakes by Jennifer Weiner – Mommy Lit;
Family Tree by Barbara Delinsky – Issue-Driven;

Deep Dish by Mary Kay Andrews – Humor;

Happiness Sold Separately by Lolly Winston – Marriage;

Always and Forever by Cathy Kelley – Friendship.

5 trends in Women’s Fiction: 

Crafty Women - Knitting circles, quilters, scrapbookers, you name it
Humor - Particularly in Chick Lit, humorous women’s fiction seems to be outpacing the more serious stuff these days.  It covers all kinds of storylines, and even crosses generations.  (Driving Sideways by Jess Riley – good example)
Chick Lit grows up - In the inevitable progression of Chick Lit, we’ve largely moved away from Single in the City books to young brides, young mothers, young divorcees and even young widows.
Issue-Driven Women’s Fiction - heavier books about heavy issues. Your family problems will seem like NOTHING after reading these books, which is what I think a large part of the appeal is.
Ensemble Fiction - Books about sisters.  Books about college friends.  Books about reading groups.  Books about coworkers.  People really like to read these because they can easily find a character within the group that they can identify with, or they can see their friends in.
5 of Rebecca’s personal favorites:  
Good in Bed by Jennifer Weiner; Jemima J by Jane Green; Circle of Friends by Maeve Binchy; Big Stone Gap by Adriana Trigiani; Lucy Sullivan is Getting Married by Marian Keyes.
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