Top 5 of the Top 5: Fantasy

Must-Know Authors

· Lois McMaster Bujold

· Neil Gaiman

· Robin Hobb

· Guy Gavriel Kay

· Terry Pratchett

or for sheer popularity, an alternate 5
· Terry Brooks

· Terry Goodkind

· Robert Jordan

· Mercedes Lackey

· R. A. Salvatore

Up-and-Coming Authors

· Joe Abercrombie

· Gail Carriger

· K. J. Parker

· Brandon Sanderson

· Brent Weeks

or is it…?

· Daniel Abraham

· Libba Bray

· Kristin Cashore

· David Anthony Durham

· Ken Scholes

Must-Know Series

· Jim Butcher’s Dresden Files, starting with Storm Front
· Charlaine Harris’s Sookie Stackhouse series, starting with Dead until Dark
· George R. R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire, starting with Game of Thrones
· J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, starting with Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
· J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, starting with The Fellowship of the Ring
Trends in the Genre

· Urban fantasy/paranormal fantasy  (Patricia Briggs, Kim Harrison, Ilona Andrews)
· Darker epic fantasy (George R.R. Martin, Lev Grossman, Joe Abercrombie)
· Young adult fantasy (Neil Gaiman, Carrie Ryan, Stephenie Meyer)
· Cross-genre/interstitial work (Cherie Priest, Charlie Huston, China Mieville, Classic Mashups)
· Series launches (Naomi Novik)
Personal Favorites (beyond those listed above)

· The Innkeeper’s Song by Peter S. Beagle
· Chronicles of Thomas Covenant, starting with Lord Foul’s Bane, by Stephen R. Donaldson
· Kingdoms of Thorn and Bone, starting with The Briar King, by Greg Keyes
· The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss

· Troy series, starting with Lord of the Silver Bow by David Gemmell
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For further information on what was discussed at the program, Neil can be reached at nholland@wrl.org.
